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Presidentõs Message 

2017 brings an international conference, excitement and change  

Dear OõNeillians, 

 

With the seasons changing, our 

thoughts turn naturally to the holidays, 

celebrations, and what the New Year 

will bring.  For each of us, individually, 

this time of year means time with fam-

ily and friends, making new memories, 

remembering old stories, and indulging 

in an abundance of food, drink, and 

laughter.  For all of us, as OõNeillians, 

it means celebrating our love of 

OõNeillõs life and literature as well as 

the friendships we have made over 

conversations about that life and lit-

erature and, frequently, our indulgence 

in food, drink, and laughter. 

 

10th International Conference  

One of the more exciting events that 

2017 will bring is the 10th International 

Eugene OõNeill Society Conference, 

set for July 19-22 in Galway, Ireland. 

Weõll conduct our sessions at the Na-

tional University of IrelandñGalway, 

with Patrick Lonergan, NUIG profes-

sor of drama and theatre studies, as 

our host. The conference co-chairs 

are Society member Nelson Ritschel, 

professor in the humanities depart-

ment at Massachusetts Maritime Acad-

emy, and Audrey McNamara, module 

coordinator at the University College, 

Dublin. 

Although 

there are 

plenty of 

spec i f ics 

on con-

f e r e n c e 

p la n n i n g 

in my arti-

cle on 

p a g e 

f i v e ñ

w r i t t e n 

with con-

siderable input from conference co-

chair Nelson Ritschelñthere are a 

few details I wanted to stress here.  

First, the Society is using Juryõs Inn 

Hotel in Galway as something of an 

unofficial òbaseó for the membership.  

If you were unable to get a room 

there, Audrey recommends several 

other nearby hotels including the 

Spanish Arch Hotel, the Imperial Ho-

tel, Skeffington Arms Hotel, and the 

Eyre Square Townhouse.  Information 

about these establishments went out 

in an email from Beth late this sum-

mer.  Additionally, Nelson has recently 

sent out emails about abstracts, so you 

know if your paper is accepted, and 

says the schedule of talks is forthcom-

ing. 

 

Eugene OõNeill Medallion Awards 

This year the Executive Committee 

voted to award five OõNeill Medallions 

including to Gabriel Byrne and Jessica 

Lange.  Byrne was delighted and truly 

hopes to attend but, as of now, has 

not committed because of potential 

scheduling conflicts.  I am in-touch 

with Byrneõs representatives and will 

have more information once he works 

out his schedule.   

Likewise, Lange was thrilled at the 

nomination for the award and has con-

firmed that she plans to attend.  In 

addition to these luminaries, we will 

be honoring the scholarship and edito-

rial work of three Society membersñ

Dave King, Rob Dowling, and Steve 

Bloomñwhose contributions to 

OõNeill scholarship have been invalu-

able.  It will be an honor to preside 

over the awarding of these medallions. 

 

The Eugene OõNeill Review 

The Eugene OõNeill Review is still in 

transition after Dave Kingõs stepping 

down from the general editorship.  

Judith Barlow is editing a special dou-

ble issue for 2017, òThe Women in 

OõNeillõs World.ó  An email with the 

CFP went out in November with 

more information.  I encourage you to 

submit your newest scholarship.  Ad-

ditionally, we are planning another 

double issue for 2018 that will be 

themed around papers delivered at the 

Galway conference, with Nelson 

Ritschel and Audrey McNamara as 

guest editors for that issue. 

 

Comparative Drama Conference  

The New Year will bring other confer-

ences as well, beginning with òEugene 

OõNeillõs Vision of Drama: Concepts, 

the Playwrightõs Craft, Performance, 

Interpretation, and Legacyó at the 

Comparative Drama Conference, 

which will move to Rollins College in 

Orlando, Florida in 2017.  David 

Palmer will be chairing this panel.   

 

The Comparative Drama Conference 

has been a great venue for OõNeill 

scholarship in the last few years, so I 

hope to see you there.  After we get 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

 J. Chris Westgate              

The quadrangle at the National Univesity 

of IrelandñGalway opens to the campus. 
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Presidentõs Message (continued), Eugene OõNeill Medallions 

OôNeill Society announces 2017 recipients of Medallion 

 

The other awardees, Steven F. Bloom,   

Robert M. Dowling, and William Da-

vies King, are Society members who 

have provided a high level of scholar-

ship during their years of service. 

Among their many accomplishments, 

all are educators, researchers, and 

authors. In addition Bloom, a past 

president, chairs the board of direc-

tors. Dowling, the Society vice presi-

dent, is the author of  Eugene O'Neill: A 

Life in Four Acts. King is editor emeritus 

of The Eugene OõNeill Review as well as 

editor of Long Dayõs Journey Into Night: 

Multimedia Edition. All three have con-

tributed articles to this newsletter. 

Brief biographies of each appear on 

By Jo Morello 

 

The Eugene OõNeill International Soci-

ety is proud to announce the five peo-

ple it will recognize with its highest 

honor, the Eugene OõNeill Medallion. 

Society president J. Chris Westgate 

will present the awards at its 10th In-

ternational Conference in Galway, Ire-

land, in July 2017.  The Medallion rec-

ognizes distinguished OõNeillians who 

have dedicated significant portions of 

their careers to furthering knowledge 

and appreciation of OõNeill.  

 

Two of the awardees, Jessica Lange 

and Gabriel Byrne, are esteemed ac-

tors of stage, film and television who 

have won critical acclaim for their por-

trayals of characters in OõNeill plays. 

Lange played Mary Tyrone of Long 

Dayõs Journey Into Night in London in 

2005 and again in 2016 in the Round-

about Theatreõs Broadway production, 

directed by Jonathan Kent, when she 

won a Tony award for her perform-

ance. Dublin-born Byrne has also per-

formed OõNeill on Broadway, garner-

ing Tony nominations for his roles as 

James Tyrone, opposite Jessica Lange, 

in Long Dayõs Journey Into Night in 2016 

and as James Tyrone Jr. in A Moon for 

the Misbegotten in 2000. He also won 

the Outer Critics Circle Award 2005-

2006 for his performance as Con Mel-

ody in A Touch of the Poet. 

      Jessica Lange            Gabriel Byrne             Steven F. Bloom               Robert M. Dowling         William Davies King 

back from Galway, the MLA confer-

ence in 2018 will be in New York 

City.  The Executive Committee is still 

planning this panel, which we hope will 

help us grow the Society. 
 

Membership  

I would be remiss (and in trouble with 

Beth!) if I didnõt take a moment to ask 

you to consider renewing your Society 

membership for next year.  Weõve had 

a great year for membership, with our 

(Continued from page 2) numbers up from the previous yearñ

which is great!  But we still need all 

our members in good standing.  If you 

havenõt renewed yet, I encourage you 

to do so soon.  As always, you can 

renew online at the Society website: 

http://www.eugeneoneillsociety.org/ 
 

Create new memories!  

For now, enjoy the holidays with your 

families, enjoy the time away from 

your teaching jobs, and enjoy reading 

and watching the plays of Eugene 

OõNeill. When next we meet, in Or-

lando, Galway, or New York City, we 

will have many stories to share and 

new memories to makeñalmost cer-

tainly over too much food, drink, and 

laughter.  As Edmund Tyrone says 

with some help from Baudelaire, òBe 

always drunken é With wine, with 

poetry, or with virtue, as you will.ó   
 

Happy holidays! 

 

                           Chris  

A new year: time for new beginnings, new memories, renewals (of dues too!)  

https://www.amazon.com/Eugene-ONeill-Life-Four-Acts/dp/0300219717
https://www.amazon.com/Eugene-ONeill-Life-Four-Acts/dp/0300219717
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q36Gvcn2hpY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q36Gvcn2hpY
http://www.eugeneoneillsociety.org/
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The Eugene OõNeill Medallion, the highest honor of the Eugene OõNeill International Society, is bestowed on  

distinguished OõNeillians who have dedicated significant portions of their careers to furthering knowledge and 

appreciation of OõNeill. The first Medallions were awarded at the 1995 Boston International Conference of the 

Eugene OõNeill Society and others have been judiciously granted over the succeeding years. The Society has now 

added five more worthy recipients to this listñpeople dedicated to the mission of the Society:  to promote the 

study of the life and works of Americanõs greatest playwright, Eugene OõNeill, and the drama and theatre for which 

his work was in large part the instigator and the model.  

 

Remembering OõNeill: The Eugene OõNeill Society Medallion 

  By 2017, Medallions will have honored 29 distinguished OôNeillians 

 

1995, Boston, MA  

NORMAND BERLIN , scholar, author  

TRAVIS BOGARD , scholar, author, director  

ARVIN BROWN , director, producer  

GERALDINE FITZGERALD , actor  

DONALD GALLUP , scholar, curator at Beinecke, 

author   

ARTHUR GELB , biographer, retired editor NYT  

BARBARA GELB , biographer, playwright   

THEODORE MANN , director, producer  

JORDAN Y. MILLER,  scholar, EON Society "Father"  

MARGARET LOFTUS RANALD , scholar, author 

JASON ROBARDS , actor  

JOSE QUINTERO,  director  

 

2000, Monte Cristo Cottage, New 

London, CT  
FRED WILKINS,  scholar, Eugene O'Neill Review 

founding editor   

 

2003, Le Plessis, France  

PAUL LIBIN , producer 

 

2008, Tao House, Danville, CA  

STEVE BLACK , author, scholar, past president EONS  

JACKSON BRYER,  scholar, author, past president     

EONS  

 

2011, New York, NY  

DORIS ALEXANDER , scholar, author 

(posthumously)  

BRIAN DENNEHY , actor  

ROBERT FALLS , director  

DIANE SCHINNERER , secretary EONS, curator, 

archivist Tao House  

 

2014, New London, CT  

LOIS McDONALD, co-curator, Monte Cristo 

Cottage 

BRENDA MURPHY, past president, EONS 

SALLY PAVETTI, co-curator, Monte Cristo Cottage 

GEORGE C. WHITE, founder of the Eugene OõNeill 

Theater Center 

 

2017, Galway, IR  

STEVEN BLOOM,  EONS board chair, past president,   

book review editor for The Eugene OõNeill Review; 

university dean, author 

GABRIEL BYRNE, actor; Tony-nominated for 

portrayal of James Tyrone in LDJIN, 2016.  

ROBERT M. DOWLING, award-winning OõNeill 

biographer; EONS vice president, board member and 

editorial  board member of The Eugene O'Neill Review. 

JESSICA LANGE, actor; Tony-winner for portrayal 

of Mary Tyrone in LDJIN, 2016;  

WILLIAM DAVIES KING, editor emeritus, The 

Eugene OõNeill Review; member of the board of directors. 
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By J. Chris Westgate  

with input from Nelson Ritschel 

 

The 10th International Eugene OõNeill 

Society Conference, to be held from 

July 19 to 22 at the National 

University of Ireland, Galway isñif 

Robert Mayo forgives this literary 

allusionñjust beyond the horizon. 

Conference co-chairs Nelson Ritschel 

and Audrey McNamara, and NUIG 

host Patrick Lonergan are working 

tirelessly and in conjunction with the 

executive committee of the OõNeill 

Society in planning what already looks 

like an intellectually and culturally 

stimulating conference in which all of 

us get to do what Eugene OõNeill 

never did: visit his fatherõs Ireland.  

Although some of the conference 

details are still being negotiated, 

several highlights have been confirmed. 

 

Thanks to Nelsonõs team, the 

conference has already secured two 

luminaries: Michael D. Higgins, 

president of Ireland, who will speak 

during the Societyõs banquet, and 

Professor Declan Kiberd, who will 

deliver a keynote address during the 

opening reception.   

 

Besides being Irelandõs head of state, 

President Higgins is a scholar, poet, a 

former NUIG professor, and avid 

writer with a number of books to his 

name including When Ideas Matter: 

Speeches for an Ethical Republic, 

Renewing the Republic, Causes for 

Concern: Irish Politics, Culture and Society, 

The Season of Fire, and An Arid Season.  

Additionally, he is a keen admirer of 

literature, including the plays of 

OõNeill, as our own Rob Dowling can 

attest since he was part of a literary 

discussion with the President this year.   

 

President Higgins plans to deliver a 

lecture on OõNeill and the Irish 

tradition, with much focus on O'Neill's 

work as staged in Dublin during the 

(Continued on page 6) 

Conferences and Festivals, Coming Up: Ireland!  

OôNeill conference promises luminaries 

DECLAN KIBERD, the Donald 

and Marilyn Keough Professor of 

Irish Studies and Professor of 

English and Irish Language and 

Literature at Notre Dame 

Univers i t y ,  i s  a l ead ing 

international authority on the 

literature of Ireland, both in 

English and Irish, Kiberd has 

authored scores of articles and 

many books, including Synge and 

the Irish Language, Men and 

Feminism in Irish Literature, Irish 

Classics, The Irish Writer and the 

World, Inventing Ireland, and 

Ulysses and Us: The Art of Everyday 

Life in Joyceõs Masterpiece. He 

Most recently he has written

(with P.J. Mathews) Handbook of 

the Irish Revival: An Anthology of 

Political and Cultural Writings 

1891-1922 (Abbey Theatre Press, 

2015; University of Notre Dame 

Press, 2016). On June 22, 

2015, to celebrate the launch of 

the Handbook, President of 

Ireland Michael Higgins delivered 

a lecture that was accompanied 

by performances by Abbey 

Theatre actors.  

Declan Kiberd to 

be keynote speaker  

At the Irish launch for his biography Eugene OõNeill: A Life in Four Acts, author and 

Society vice president Robert M. Dowling, left, poses with Audrey McNamara, 

module coordinator at University College Dublin and Society conference co-chair; 

Michael D. Higgins, president of Ireland, conference speaker; and Gerardine 

Meaney, professor of cultural theory at UCD, another conference speaker. 

http://www.abbeytheatre.ie/introducing-handbook-of-the-irish-revival/
http://www.abbeytheatre.ie/introducing-handbook-of-the-irish-revival/
http://www.abbeytheatre.ie/introducing-handbook-of-the-irish-revival/
http://www.abbeytheatre.ie/introducing-handbook-of-the-irish-revival/
http://undpress.nd.edu/books/P03295?keywords=handbook
http://undpress.nd.edu/books/P03295?keywords=handbook
http://www.president.ie/en/media-library/speeches/handbook-of-the-irish-revival-an-abundance-of-riches-and-some-lessons-for-o
http://www.president.ie/en/media-library/speeches/handbook-of-the-irish-revival-an-abundance-of-riches-and-some-lessons-for-o
http://www.president.ie/en/media-library/speeches/handbook-of-the-irish-revival-an-abundance-of-riches-and-some-lessons-for-o

